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funding has made it possible for Google and several
other tech firms to manufacture gigafactory-scale rare
earth elements. You should be worried. The hidden
dangers of the rare earth element shortage As a
country, the United States is often overlooked when it
comes to technological advancement — but when
things come together, and one sees the first fruits of
technological growth, then a process of inertia really



sets in, and we all tend to assume it’s going to be here
for ever. The rare earth element, neodymium, was not
in that camp. Up until very recently, the rare earth
element was one of those elements, which when
needed, could be extracted from the earth’s crust, and
its price would fluctuate accordingly — from about
$30 a kg back in 1980, to $13000 a kg today. Rare
earth elements are used in the manufacture of
batteries for automobiles, wind turbines, and even
your microwave oven (though in much larger
quantities). They are a necessary element in any
modern industrialised nation, but, since the early
2000s, they have become much more difficult to find,
with most countries 79a2804d6b


